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New CTC leader 
has roots in career 
and technical fields

Mary Beth Phillips Echeverria 
is right at home as the new coor-
dinator of the Career and Techni-
cal Education Center of the Prince 
Edward County Public Schools. 
You might almost say that career 
and technical education is in her 
blood. 

“My love for career-
tech goes back to my 
parents,” she said. 

Her father, Dan Phil-
lips, who worked for 
Virginia Power for 42 
years, has a reputation as a jack 
of all trades, and is known for his 
skills in carpentry, electrical and 
mechanical work, and engineer-
ing. He taught his daughter to 
be handy with repairs around the 
house. Her mother, Jean, trained 
as a cosmetologist and in the 
1980s opened her 
own business.

“My Dad al-
ways made me 
stand next to him 
and hand him the 
right tools, and 
by watching my 
Mom, I learned to 
cut hair. I learned 
skills from my 
parents,” Mrs. 
Echeverria said.

Her first busi-
ness experience 
was working at 
her mother’s craft 
shop, Jean N Jo’s, on 
Third St. in Farmville.

“My parents encouraged me to 
major in business. I had always 
played teacher when I was young, 
so . . .,” Mrs. Echeverria said with 
a laugh. 

Sure enough, after working 
in the business world, including 
several years spent running her 
own small volume travel agency, 
she became a teacher of business 
at Prince Edward County High 
School in the fall of 2000.

She believes that career and 
technical education can help ev-
ery student. 

“We want our students to leave 
here ready for college and ready 
for a career,” she said. “Every 
course we have teaches workplace 

readiness skills, and that 
includes teamwork, 
speaking and listening 
skills, critical thinking, 
and problem solving.”

Her goals include 
strategic planning for 

the programs and building a vi-
sion and mission for the center. 

“In other words, we want a 
roadmap for where we need to 
go,” she said.

The 15 teachers she leads at the 
Career and Technical Education 
Center offer courses in agricul-

ture and horticul-
ture, military sci-
ence (Air Force 
Junior ROTC), 
health occupa-
tions, drafting, 
computer servic-
ing, electronics, 
culinary arts, auto 
servicing, car-
pentry, building 
trades, criminal 
justice, keyboard-
ing, marketing, 
business law, 
economics, ac-
counting, infor-

mation technology, and 
other business courses.

Last year, 75 students were 
program completers, taking 3, 4 or 
5 consecutive courses in one ca-
reer and technical education area. 
Seventy-seven students passed 
industry certification or licensure 
exams. This school year 260 stu-
dents are enrolled in trade and in-
dustrial courses, 68 in health oc-
cupations, 438 in business, 173 in 
agriculture, 65 in AFROTC and 
70 in culinary arts.

Mrs. Echeverria

One of the treasured privileges 
for Prince Edward County High 
School seniors is being able to eat 
lunch outside in the senior eat-
ing area.  Any day of the year, no 
matter the weather, you will find a 
majority of the senior class taking 
advantage of that privilege.  How-
ever, whenever it rains or snows, 
access to the area is limited, and 

access for handicapped students 
is always limited.  So when a 
group of senior class members 
got together to discuss possible 
projects, the eating area was first 
on their list.

For the past two years, the 
graduating classes have donated 
their remaining class funds for the 
purpose of improving the senior 
eating area.  With the assistance 
of senior class adviser Rachel 
Overstreet, class president Ka-
trina Lowe and senior Da’Quan 
Johnson took the proverbial ball 
and ran with it.  Da’Quan, who 
is a member of the Virginia High 
School League Student Action 
Team, developed plans for side-
walks and foundations, while Ka-
trina coordinated her classmates’ 
efforts with her stepfather, local 
businessman Johnny Holman of 
Holman Masonry, Inc.  Holman 
agreed to do the work at cost.

“Holman Masonry is proud to 

Shall wE Eat out?  Prince Edward County high School Senior Class treasurer Debra Sue Shumaker, Senior 
Class historian Jesseca white, activities Director Rodney Kane, Coordinator of Career and technical Education 
Mary Beth Echeverria, assistant Principal Daniel Soderholm, Johnny holman of holman Masonry, Inc., Superin-
tendent Dr. K. David Smith, Principal Craig Reed, Senior Class Vice President Stanley lyles, Senior Class adviser 
Rachel overstreet, Senior Da’Quan Johnson, Senior Class President Katrina lowe, and Senior Class Secretary 
Sarina Eames break ground for the new outdoor senior eating area.

School-Community Cooperation

contribute to the high school proj-
ect,” he said.  

Dr. K. David Smith, Superin-
tendent of Prince Edward County 
Public Schools, is equally proud 
of the way the senior class took 
the initiative to find a way to fund 
the project by designated class 
gifts to improve their school.  

“It’s truly gratifying to see the 
leftover class funds totally pay for 
something that will be enjoyed by 
our students for many years,” he 
said.

PECHS Principal Craig Reed 
is equally proud of the efforts of 
the Class of 2012. 

“This is a great example of 
how our senior class continues to 
rise to the occasion with excellent 
leadership.  Mr. Holman’s con-
tribution exemplifies the spirit of 
community support that is so ap-
preciated,” he said.

The project is scheduled for 
completion by mid-February.  

PECHS Senior Class, Holman Masonry
team up to rebuild outdoor eating area,
make handicapped access easier 

by Deborah Rush
PECHS
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February is Career and Technical Education Month

February is Career and Techni-
cal Education Month. 

This month the Career and 
Technical Education Center of 
the Prince Edward County Pub-
lic Schools joins CTE programs 
and CTE student organizations 
across the country in highlighting 
the impact of career and techni-
cal education on student success, 
workforce development and the 
economy.

Career and Technical Edu-
cation has a long and rich his-
tory in the United States. From 
a limited number of vocational 
programs taught in the early 20th 
century, today’s CTE programs 
have evolved into a broad system 
offering courses in challenging 
fields. Prince Edward’s CTE Cen-
ter offers courses in agriculture 
and horticulture, military science 
(Air Force Junior ROTC), health 
occupations, drafting, computer 
servicing, electronics, culinary 
arts, auto servicing, carpentry, 
building trades, criminal justice, 
keyboarding, marketing, business 
law, economics, accounting, in-
formation technology, and other 
business courses.

To draw attention to the CTE 
programs, students from CTE 
classes hosted booths at a fair 
for eighth graders, explaining the 
classes and programs the rising 
freshmen can enroll in when they 
reach high school next year. The 
Center also hosted a reception 
Feb. 13, honoring current, retired 
and former CTE teachers and ad-
ministrators.

CTE students also honored 
current Prince Edward CTE fac-
ulty members by highlighting 
a CTE teacher each day on the 

school’s daily announcements.
During February, a number 

of national career and technical 
student organizations also hold 
annual observations. SkillsUSA 
Week is Feb. 5-11. National Fu-
ture Business Leaders of America 
(FBLA) Week is Feb. 5-11. Na-
tional Family Career and Com-
munity Leaders of America (FC-
CLA) Week is 13-17. National 
Future Farmers of America (FFA) 
Week is Feb. 19-25. National 
Health Occupations Student As-
sociation (HOSA) Week is in No-
vember. All of these organizations 
have chapters at Prince Edward’s 
Career and Technical Center.

Mrs. Mary Beth Phillips Ech-
everria, Coordinator of the Career 
and Technical Education Center, 
believes that career and technical 
education has many benefits for 
students in both vocational and 
academic programs.

The 2004 National Assessment 
of Vocational Education Final Re-
port indicated that 96 percent of 
high school students take at least 
one vocational course. The same 
report showed that seven years af-
ter graduating from high school, 
CTE students had earnings that 
increased by about 2 percent for 
each additional high school CTE 
course they took. High school 
students who graduated with a 
career and technical education 
concentration are just as likely 
to pursue a college education as 
other students, according to the 
Center on Education Policy and 
American Youth Policy Forum, 
but are two and a half times as 
likely to be employed while do-
ing so, the Southern Regional 
Education Board found. 

Local students, teachers
celebrate Career 
and Technical Education

Current and former teachers and staff of the Prince Edward Career and Technical Education Center were honored at a 
reception Feb. 13. In the front row are Gerald Roach, retired business teacher; Sarah Edmendsen, secretary for the CTE 
Center; Tracey Armwood, who accepted a plaque in honor of her late mother Jacqueline Armwood, who taught buisness 
for 34 years; Janice Page, former coordinator of Career and Techncial Education; and Elaine Ford, retired secretary for the 
CTE Center. In the back row are business teacher Thomasine Stroble, Mason Armwood Dukes, agriculture teacher Forrest 
Hobbs, electronics teacher Robert Zava, business teacher Karen Parton, Coordinator of Career and Technical Education 
Mary Beth Echeverria, drafting teacher Bruce Bogese, culinary arts teacher Donald McClelland, auto servicing teacher 
Mike Weaver, business teacher Jessica Tibbs, and PECPS Superintendent Dr. K. David Smith.

FBLA REGIonAL ConFEREnCE - Eight Prince Edward County High School students attended the Future Business 
Leaders of America Longwood Region Fall Conference and Workshop at Longwood University oct. 27. The students 
developed a business plan with Longwood faculty and students. Prince Edward’s business plan was selected as the best. 
The students also participated in workshops relating to their specific chapter offices, Project ASK, the FBLA state service 
project, and leadership. Attending the conference were Mrs. Jessica Tibbs, Cassie Badger, Caitlyn Shantz, Debra Shu-
maker, Chelsea Robertson, Iesha Washington, Da’Quan Johnson, Jenny Thomson, and Samantha Applegate. The FBLA 
chapter also held a food drive in november, collecting canned foods during lunch periods at PECHS. The collected food 
was donated to FACES, the Farmville area food pantry.

Funds for Education The Prince Edward County High School  chapter of Fu-
ture Business Leaders of America is promoting a fundraiser 
for Virginia FBLA through “Funds for Education” with 
Expedia, and we need your help! 

Many schools have had to cut important and popular 
programs from their budgets. “Funds for Education” is 
designed to help support those programs so students can 
continue to benefit. By making a contribution through the 
Expedia program, funding will be provided to schools 
through Virginia FBLA. 

Anyone using Expedia can make a contribution and 
receive an appreciation gift; a Hotel Reward Card accepted 
at over 50,000 hotels world-wide.

The steps are easy to make the contribution online. 
Go to Virginia FBLA Website at http://www.• 
vafbla-pbl.org/ and click on the Funds for 
Education link.
Select Contribution Amount and Local Chapter • 
(Prince Edward County High School).
Fill out the form and make a generous contri-• 
bution!
You will receive a confirmation email with • 
your Hotel Card Code.

If you have questions, please contact 
Jessica Tibbs at (434)315-2140 or via email 
at Jessica.Tibbs@pecps.k12.va.us. 
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We’ve all heard the line, “A 
great man once said . . . (insert 
quote here).” 

But how often do we hear 
great men say great things on a 
daily basis? 

 If your answer is “not nearly 
enough,” then you need to spend 
more time around Prince Edward 
County High School.  
The sharply dressed guy 
in the hall holding a 
megaphone and encour-
aging our students with 
statements like “Hurry  
up, Sun; don’t be late” 
is Coach James Scott.  He is a 32 
year veteran teacher at PECHS—
and yes, he means “sun,” not 
“son.”  

You may recognize Coach 
Scott because he teaches Health, 
Physical Education and Driver 
Education at the high school.  Or 
maybe you have seen him on the 
basketball court as our varsity 
basketball coach or on the tennis 
court as coach of the girls’ tennis 
team. Most of Farmville recog-
nizes his ice cream truck as he 
drives through neighborhoods a 
few times over the summer.  Ei-
ther way, if you’ve met Coach 
Scott, you remember him and his 
motto, “I don’t call you Son be-
cause you’re mine; I call you Sun 
because you shine.”   

“Always pay attention to a 
man’s actions, as well as his 
words,” a colleague, Renee’ Cas-
sett, said of Scott.  “Coach is a 
man of beliefs and those beliefs 
reflect his love for his students, 
school, and community.”  

Coach Scott’s passion for the 
Prince Edward County Public 
School system is evident to ev-
eryone who meets him.  He genu-
inely appreciates the students and 
families in the PECPS system and 
this attitude guides his everyday 
interactions with students in the 
classroom and in the halls. 

“Everyone calls him ‘Coach 
Scott,’ but he is much more than a 
coach.  He truly cares about each 
student and he invests time, mon-
ey, and his heart into all students, 
not just his players,” said Rodney 
Kane, the high school’s Athletic 
Director.  

Every school year, Coach 
takes his Driver Ed students into 
the hall to give them a real-world 
road simulation—complete with 
paper plate steering wheels.  He 
instructs them to “stay right, use 
hand signals, gauge your distance 
from the ‘car’ in front of you, and 
always pay attention to the road.”  
He takes this task seriously and 
even instructs teachers in the hall 

to “watch your driving, 
Mrs. Cole.”  

When Principal 
Craig Reed was a stu-
dent at PECHS, Coach 
Scott was his Driver Ed 
teacher.  Reed said of 

Scott, “He had a sense of humor, 
but he was truly interested in stu-
dents.  He was great at building 
relationships.... and I learned how 
to hold the steering wheel and 
why it was important to have my 
shoes tied when I drive!”  

His classes are legendary.  
Memories made in Coach Scott’s 
class are conversations shared be-
tween seniors as they prepare to 
graduate. 

 “He sang Willie Nelson’s ‘On 
the Road Again’ to my Driver’s 
Ed class almost every day,” Bran-
dy Hogan said.

Senior Sarina Eames called 
Coach Scott “an inspirational 
person who keeps everybody on 
a last name basis.”

Her classmate Katrina Lowe 
said, “Coach Scott is the man!  
He makes the Prince Edward 
County High School experience 
complete.”

Senior Jessie Bass called Coach 
Scott a great teacher, mentor, and 
friend. “He is always getting you 
on task and always making sure 
you’re doing the right thing. He 
pushes us to do the best we can; 
he inspires us to do something 
productive and successful with 
our lives,” she said.  

“Coach Scott is one of those 
teachers who will always put a 
smile on your face.  He’ll be one 
of those teachers I’ll remember 
years from now,” said Kimberly 
Jones.

Good things are happening 
at Prince Edward County High 
School.  Some things are new, 
but many things—like the dedi-
cation to student success from an 
outstanding faculty—have been 
around for a long time.  Just stop 
by and see for yourself.  Prince 
Edward County Public schools 
are something to be proud of. 

I don’t call you ‘Son’ 
because you’re mine; 
I call you ‘Sun’ because you shine

by Kathy Cole
PECHS

Campus profile: Coach James Scott

Coach James Scott with two of his favorite props

PECHS receives grants

LIFE SKILLS - Harold Walker, Walmart Store Manager, awards Prince Ed-
ward County High School a grant in the amount of $1,000.00 in support of 
the life skills initiative for special education students.  Receiving the check is 
Ms. Sandee Draper, special education teacher, who wrote the request for the 
grant, and Mr. Craig Reed, principal of Prince Edward County High School.  
The grant is awarded through the Walmart Corporate Foundation in support 
of community educational projects.

PTSA - Harold Walker, Walmart Store Manager, awards Prince Edward 
County High School a grant in the amount of $750.00 in support of the Parent/
Teacher/Student Association.  Receiving the check is Ms. Camille Porreca, 
PTSA Secretary, who wrote the request for the grant, and Mr. Craig Reed, 
PECHS principal.  The grant was awarded through the Walmart Corporate 
Foundation in support of community educational projects.

Representatives of Wells-Fargo Bank present a donation of $1,000 to the 
Prince Edward County High School football program. The money will be used 
to pay for equipment and camps. Accepting the check are PECHS Principal 
Craig Reed and Head Football Coach James Ford. Wells-Fargo employees 
also made a presentation about the dangers and advantages of financial 
credit to the PECHS senior class.

eopleP
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Third grade students at Prince 
Edward County Elementary 
School were recently treated to a 
special Nutrition Day. 

Third grade teachers worked 
with  Pauline Stokes, Nutrition 
Outreach Instructor for Virginia 
Cooperative Extension Family 
Nutrition Program to provide a 
day of “hands on” nutrition and 
physical education activities for 
their students. 

Students traveled to different 

classrooms to learn about healthy 
food choices, snacks, drinks, food 
safety and physical activity. The 
research-based resources and in-
centives for the lessons were pro-
vided by the Extension Office. 

Students were excited to re-
ceive jump ropes and calculators 
at the conclusion of the day. 

Mr. Bruce Davis, Supervisor 
of Food Services, helped make 
Nutrition Day possible by work-
ing with teachers to provide in-
gredients for the healthy snacks 
and drinks prepared by students 
as part of the lessons. 

Good nutrition is reinforced 
daily at the school through a fed-
eral grant which provides a fresh 
fruit or vegetable snack for each 
child at the school. Throughout 
the year, students are encouraged 
to make healthy food choices, 
read nutrition labels and get more 
physical exercise daily. 

To learn more, get involved in 
health and wellness in the school 
system, or get information on 
joining the school advisory board, 
contact the office of the Supervi-
sor of Food Services at 434-315-
2148.

by Robin McLane
PECES

Reading labels, eating right
AND THE FIRST INGREDIENT IS - PECES classroom aide Shelby Lenox helps pupils read and analyze food labels dur-
ing special nutrition Day activities.

 The halls of Prince Edward 
County High School were festive-
ly decked on Saturday Dec. 3rd 
as staff and students welcomed 
several hundred area children 
and their parents to a big holiday 
kick-off event. 

Santa Claus arrived on a 
Hampden-Sydney fire engine at 
10 a.m. to take his seat by the 
hearth, where he listened to the 
children’s wishes and posed for 
complimentary photographs tak-
en by yearbook staff members.  

Children enjoyed several spe-
cial activities, including storytell-
ing, face painting, crafts, music, 

PECHS rings in holiday 
season with event 
for community

refreshments, and a bouncy castle. 
The various stations were manned 
by staff and students, including 
18 faculty members, along with 
students from the National Honor 
Society, Cheerleaders, Culinary 
Arts classes, Horticulture classes, 
Art classes, and Yearbook and 
Photography classes.  

“This activity was very suc-
cessful in that it brought the 
community into the high school, 
where everyone could see how 
our faculty and students work to-
gether to make great things hap-
pen.  In fact, many parents com-
mented that they had as much or 
more fun than their children,” one 
of the event coordinators com-
mented.

by Deborah Rush
PECHS

Santa’s helper Amber Harvin reads to children in the library during the PECHS 
holiday kick-off event.

If you plan to live on a col-
lege campus in the fall you will 
be required to have a college 
health physical. If you don’t have 
your immunization records see 
the high school nurse prior to 
graduation for a copy. 

Your Final Transcript Re-
quest Form - Check the informa-
tion packet you receive from the 
college you plan to attend. Most 
of them will include a Final Tran-
script Request Form or Secondary 
School Report Form to be given 
to your school counselor. 

SVCC Transcripts – If you 
have taken dual enrollment cours-
es you must request your SVCC 
transcript (college credits) from 
SVCC to be mailed to the col-

lege you plan to attend. This will 
insure that you receive credit for 
your college classes.  You may 
do this online or you may go to 
SVCC to request your transcript. 
Be sure to have the mailing ad-
dress to the college available. 
Your high school transcript will 
only show the high school credits 
you earned.

Hampden-Sydney/Long-
wood Classes – Request an of-
ficial transcript from the college 
registrar to be mailed to PECHS 
School Counseling Dept. ASAP 
so the grade will be on your high 
school transcript. You also need 
to request a transcript to be sent 
to the college you plan to attend 
in the fall.

To Seniors: Listen up!
Love, the Guidance Office

And a note from your 
Senior Class Advisors:

Graduation is Saturday, 
May 19, 10 a.m.

If you have not ordered your 
cap and gown, call Herff Jones at  
804-598-0971, or order online at 
www.HerffJonesVA.com.

You can order graduation an-
nouncements at the same time, 
or you may purchase individual 
announcements from Mrs. Over-
street later in the semester.

Questions about tickets for 
graduation:

email Mr. Rodney Kane
rodney.kane@pecps.k12.va.us

Questions about the senior trip:
email Ms. Thomasine Stroble
thomasine.stroble@pecps.k12.

va.us

Parent-teacher 
Conferences 
at all schools

thursday,
February 23

3-7 p.m.
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PECHS Senior Xavier Wells, 
the recipient of a $1,000 book 
scholarship from the State 
Council of Higher Education 
for Virginia. Xavier entered 
the GEAR UP Book Schol-
arship Contest and wrote an 
award winning essay on what 
the program has done for him 
over the years he has been 
a member. The purpose of 
the GEAR UP program is to 
foster increased knowledge, 
expectations, and preparation 
for postsecondary education 
among all students, includ-
ing those from low-income 
families. Virginia’s program 
presently provides services to 
over 4,000 students attending 
36 high schools in 25 school 
divisions across Virginia.

EARnInG THE BIG 3.0 - The Prince Edward County School Board has awarded academic jackets to 51 PECHS Seniors. The students earned the honor by achiev-
ing a 3.0 or better grade point average through the end of the junior year.  Members of the Class of 2012 receiving  jackets were Bryan Patrick Allen, Samantha Jean 
Applegate, Charles Henry Ashley, Jessica Madalyn Bass, William Earl Biddle, Shaqwanna Laquessha Boisseau,  Calla Johnson Bowles, Rebekah Lee Breckinridge, 
Sean Michael Burns, Axel Andree Cabrera Lopez, Sarah Ann Campbell, Shaniqua Denise Canada, Peter Darian Carter, Carter Allen Chassey,  Jessica Erin Cole,  
Siani Alexis Cooper, Kimberly Michele Crenshaw,  Kaliena Agcaoili Dimaano,  Sarina DeRon Eames, Hayley Elizabeth Gant, Trey Owen Gilbert, Waldell Abraham 
Goode, Sterling Rose Hargrave, Kyle William Hart, Da’Ron Harvey, Amber Harvin, Brandy Rea Hogan,  Dean Kyler Jewett, Da’Quan octavi Johnson, Kimberly 
Renee Jones, Shayna Elisabeth King, Daneishia Joslyn Knight, Brian Darius Lee, Qu’Tosha T’Keyah Little, Katrina Renee Lowe, Colleen Annette Morris, Kanisha 
Monique nash, Erica nicole nunnally, Annisa Rebecca Rose, James Edward Scott,  Jashana Renee Scott, Debra Sue Shumaker, Michelle nicole Simpson, Ryan 
A. Steward, Dante Lamar Swann,  Megan Elizabeth Thomas,  Jennifer Jane Thomsom, Jasmin Denise Vaughan, Tylic Amon Vaughan,  Brianna Da’Shay Wade, 
Tashiana octavia Wade.

Congratulations 
to:

PECMS Eagle Watch 
holds charity hoops event

The students and staff of Prince 
Edward County Middle School 
worked in conjunction with the 
Eagle Watch mentorship program 
to throw a Charity Hoops basket-
ball extravaganza Dec. 21.  The 
price of admission was either a 
completed community service 
project, or two cans of food.  The 
event collected 1,028 pounds of 
canned and dry food, as well as 
$75, for FACES.

Two games of basketball were 
played during the Charity Hoops 

event, with faculty and staff chal-
lenging the middle school boys’ 
and girls’ basketball teams.  Al-
though both games were close 
matches, faculty and staff pre-
vailed in each of the games.  Play-
ers were encouraged by energetic 
cheerleaders in the crowd and on 
the sidelines.

The Eagle Watch program is 
scheduled place once a month at 
the Middle School.  Students are 
paired with mentors to discuss 
such topics as goal-setting, bul-
lying prevention, and volunteer-
ism.  

by Jennifer Holladay
PECMS

CHARITy FUnDRAISER - PECMS Vice Principal Maurice Smith and Principal 
Lucy Carson join students displaying some of the 1,028 pounds of canned goods 
they collected for FACES through the Eagle Watch Charity Hoops fundraiser.

Students, teachers and staff at 
Prince Edward County Elementa-
ry School have been earning free 
equipment or cash for the school 
by participating in the Funding-
Factory Recycling Program.  

They collect empty inkjet 
and laser printer cartridges, old 
cell phones, laptops and small 
electronics, such as gps devices, 
digital cameras and mp3 players, 
from the school and community 
and send these items to Funding-
Factory in exchange for technol-
ogy and recreation products, or a 

check, through a rewards points 
program. The recycling program 
also keeps the discarded products 
out of landfills.

Community and business sup-
porters can also drop off their un-
wanted ink cartridges, cell phones, 
small electronics, and laptops at 
the PECES main office area dur-
ing school hours. Businesses can 
also register to recycle their own 
discards and designate PECES to 
receive the reward points.To learn 
more about supporting the PEC-
ES recycling program, please call 
Pam Johnson 434-315-2110 or 
email her at 

Pamela.johnson@pecps.k12.va.us.   

by Mindy Morris
PECES

Community can help
PECES beat budget crunch 
through recycling program

WHERE In THE WoRLD? - Excited second graders at Prince Edward County 
Elementary School locate countries on the map in their new dictionaries. The 
dictionaries were presented to the pupils by Hampden-Sydney College Presi-
dent and Mrs. Christopher Howard.

Division Spelling Bee 
first-place winner Abigail 
Deppen,  a seventh grader at 
PECMS.  In second place was 
PECMS sixth grader Laura Bi-
saillon. PECES fourth graders 
Abriel Johnson, Naomi Jones, 
and Hannah Roldan tied for 
third place.

The PECPS Special 
Education Program, which 
passed its recent Federal On-
Site Compliance Review with 
flying colors.

PECHS math teacher Sa-
mantha Martin, the Region 8 
winner of the 2011 Thinkfini-
ty Teacher Excellence Award. 
Ms. Martin’s submitted lesson 
plans earned her a $1,000 sti-
pend and a new iPad.

Scholarship winner Xavier Wells
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SCHoLASTIC BoWL SoUTHSIDE DISTRICT CHAMPS - Front row: Conner 
Watson, Russell Chassey, Coach Paul Jenkins, Carter Chassey, Jacob Maskal, 
Colin Watson; Second row:  Clardene Jones, Elaina Hill, Sarah Kinzer, Cath-
erine Rayne, Devon Schrader, Triston Smith, Haylee Lewis;  Back row:  Karol 
Crisostomo, Courtney yeatts, Cameron Seymour-Hawkins, Sydney French, 
Caitlyn Shantz, Erika Carrera, Chelsea Robertson, and Jamika Rayne. The 
team is coached by Paul Jenkins. 

DRAMA TEAM SoUTHSIDE DISTRICT CHAMPS FoR 7th TIME - The PECHS Drama Team won its seventh consecutive 
district championship, performing the comedy Salvador Dali at the Beach, by Jon Jory.  Drama team members are Calla 
Bowles, Dante Bowles, Rebecca Bowman, Becky Breckinridge, T.J. Breckinridge, Carter Chassey, Russell Chassey, Ka-
liena Dimaano, Kathryn Dimaano, Zack Fenton, Zak Friend, Waldell Goode, Amber Harvin, Shayna King, Ryan Steward, 
Chelsie Townsend, Will Turner, and Kendra Walker. The team is coached by Deborah Rush.

Congratulations, PECHS District Champs!

On Feb. 15 the Prince Edward 
County High School indoor track 
team traveled to the Boo Williams 
Sports complex in Hampton, the 
site of Region 1 track champion-
ship competition. 

Leading the way for the Eagles 
was Senior Rashaad Walton. Cur-
rently his jump of 23 feet 10 and 
one quarter inches makes him the 
number one ranked long jump-
er in Virginia, North Carolina, 
Maryland, and D.C. He is ranked 
in the top six nationally. He has 
already qualified to the Feb. 25 
state meet in the long jump, triple 
jump, 55 meter dash, and the 300 
meter run. 

Rashaad was joined by dis-
trict champion Ajavious Watkins 
in the shot. The 55 meter hurdles 
featured sophomore Thomas 
Johnson and Senior Daron Har-

vey. Johnson also qualified in the 
long Jump and 300 meters. Har-
vey also qualified in the 500. 

Elias Jones was the district 
champion in the 1000 meters and 
was second in the 1600. Dante 
Moseley qualified for region-
als in the 500.  Diallo Branch, a 
sophomore, qualified in the shot 
by placing third. Keiston France, 
a junior, qualified in the long, tri-
ple jump, and the 3200. Stanley 
Lyle qualified in the 500 meters. 
Ralick Lockett qualified to the re-
gional meet by jumping 40’ 11” 
at a qualifying meet. The 4×400 
relay team of Lyle, Harvey, John-
son, and Moseley placed first in 
the district. 

The girls were represented by 
Delantra Nash who was the dis-
trict  champion in the 55 meters  
and 300 meters. Katrina Jones 
qualified in the shot with a third 
place finish in the district. 

PECHS Indoor Track standouts
head for regional competition

by James Baker
PECES

Note: The Edwardian went to press before 
the results of the regional meet were avail-
able.

3-STATE CHAMP - PECHS Senior 
honor student Rashaad Walton is 
listed on milestat.com as the top rank-
ing long jumper for Virginia, Maryland, 
north Carolina and the District of Co-
lumbia with his jump of 23 feet 10 and 
one quarter inches. 

GIRLS’ VOLLEyBALL – SOuTHSIDE DISTRICT RuNNER uP, REGuLAR SEASON AND TOuRNAMENT - ADVANCED 
To REGIonALS - Team members are Emily Borum, Madeline Buzcek, Lucia Davis, Amie Dews, Sarina Eames, Rose 
Hargrave, Brandy Hogan, Katrina Lowe, Estephanie Luperon, Ashley Mullens, Taylor Reinson, Michelle Simpson, Megan 
Thomas, and Chen Qixin. The team is coached by Bruce Bogese.

BoyS’ CRoSS CoUnTRy, SoUTHSIDE DISTRICT CHAMPS - Team mem-
bers are Austin Bailey, Liam Burke, Jerry Greene, Adam Hunter, Dean Jewett, 
Da’Quan Johnson, Elias Jones, Henry Kocevar, and Stanley Lyles. The team is 
coached by Emily Camden and Jessica Tibbs.

GIRLS’ CRoSS CoUnTRy, SoUTHSIDE DISTRICT CHAMPS - Team mem-
bers are Sarah Campbell, Tiffany Hunter, Kimberly Jones, Lauren Keup, Eliza-
beth Sophia Kocevar, Jennifer Thomson, and Kora Webb. The team is coached 
by Emily Camden and Jessica Tibbs.

For sports info visit:
www.pecps.k12.va.us

Sports Zone
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Purpose

The Prince Edward Schools atten-
dance policy is designed to promote 
student attendance.  Regular school 
attendance cannot be overempha-
sized and is necessary for maximum 
school achievement.  In addition, 
punctuality and dependability in 
meeting assigned responsibilities are 
personal behavioral habits valued in 
our society.

Philosophy

Prince Edward County Schools 
encourage students and parents to 
join them in taking an active role to 
maintain high attendance standards.  
Daily school attendance is directly 
related to academic performance, 
positive work habits, and the de-
velopment of responsibility needed 
for the transition from school to the 
world of work.

Today’s employers are seeking 
students who have developed es-
sential skills of punctuality and self-
discipline.  We believe that students 
need to be held accountable for their 
‘job’ of attending school every day, 
thus preparing them to be responsible 
young adults in the real world.

Optimum student attendance is a 
cooperative effort and Prince Edward 
County High School expects parents 
to take an active role in accepting the 
responsibility for good attendance.  
Parents and students should make 
attendance a priority for the school 
year.

Attendance Requirement

School attendance is required un-
der the current laws of the Common-
wealth of VA Sec. 22.1-254.  

Excused and Unexcused Absences/
Tardies

Students are expected to know the 
difference between an excused and 
unexcused absence/tardy.  Approved 
documentation must accompany each 
excused absence/tardy.  To clear the 
student’s record, a list of students 
who have turned in appropriate 
documentation shall be distributed 
to all teachers at the end of each six 
weeks.  Averages can be calculated 
and grades can be given.

Students who have not turned in 
approved documentation must go 
through the Appeals Process at the 
end of the semester.  Grade averages 
will be withheld, pending action by 
the Appeals Committee which will 
determine if the student has met the 
attendance requirement.  Students 
who do not meet the attendance re-
quirement may lose credit for cours-
es. 

(A) Excused Absences/Tardies:  
personal illness; illness in immediate 
family, such as parents, child, and 

siblings; medical and dental appoint-
ments; death in family; court/lawyer 
appointments; excuse given by the 
school administration; late bus ar-
rival; visits to colleges (2 day maxi-
mum); and approved field trip.

Appropriate documentation is 
required for all excused absences/
tardies and must be submitted to the 
Attendance Officer within 30 school 
days of the absence.

(B) Appropriate documenta-
tion  includes the following:  official 
notes from medical personnel such as 
the doctor, hospital, dentist, or school 
nurse; a copy of an obituary or funer-
al program; a copy of court notice or 
memo from the lawyer; official veri-
fication of a college visit; memo from 
school administration.

Notes from parents are sufficient 
evidence for reentry to class, but they 
may not be sufficient documentation 
for the Appeals Process.

Please check with the Attendance 
Officer for clarification regarding 
what is appropriate documentation.

(C) Unexcused absences/tar-
dies:  no note presented; family er-
rands, family business; shopping; 
personal hair care/nail appointments; 
babysitting; pleasure/family trips; 
working/employment; skipping 
school; missing the school bus; car 
trouble/flat tire/ran out of gas, etc.

The Appeals Committee may not 
approve other reasons for absences/
tardies. 

Absences/Loss of Credit

Absences are recorded by indi-
vidual classes and by school day.  If a 
student has 10 absences, the principal 
has the discretion to deny credit or 
promotion.

It is the intention of the attendance 
policy that the number of absences 
for each course will provide more 
than adequate consideration for com-
mon illness or family emergencies.  
Parents are encouraged to schedule 
student appointments outside of the 
school day.

After a student has been absent 
five (5) times from a class, a letter in-
dicating the dates of absence will be 
mailed to the parents.  This warning 
letter will include a reminder of the 
attendance requirement.

There may be extenuating circum-
stances which could create an exten-
sion to the 10-day limit, which would 
be subject to the appeals process [i.e., 
extended illness with verification 
from a doctor, death in the family]. 

Days or time present in In-School 
Suspension, detention, or Out-
School-Suspension will not count as 
days or time absent.

Absence for Part of a Class

Any student who misses more 
than 10 minutes of any class will be 
counted absent from class unless the 

time loss is a result of a school-re-
lated activity.  Skipping a class may 
result in suspension.

 
Tardy to Class

When the tardy bell rings, stu-
dents must be in the classroom.  An 
absence will be assigned each time a 
student is tardy (unexcused) to class 
three times.  These absences do count 
towards absences for attendance and 
possible denial for credit.

Admission to Class Following Ab-
sence

A note must be sent on the day the 
student returns.  The note must con-
tain the date of absence, reason for 
the absence, a parent’s or guardian’s 
signature, and a phone number where 
the parent/guardian can be reached to 
verify the note.  The student must 
present the note to his/her first block 
teacher.  All notes will be retained for 
the use by the Attendance Appeals 
Committee should an appeal be nec-
essary.  

   
Pre-Arranged Absences

   
Requests for extended absences 

because of travel and college vis-
its should be submitted in writing 
prior to the absence.  The dates to be 
missed and the nature of the absence 
should be included in the requests.  
Vacations and appointments should 
be scheduled outside of class time 
whenever possible.  Prearranged ab-
sences do count toward absences for 
attendance. 

Junior and senior visits to col-
leges or armed services appointments 
(a maximum of two days per school 
year with written verification and ad-
ministrative approval) are to be con-
sidered part of the 10-day absence 
limitation. Depending on circum-
stances, additional days for college 
visits may be allowed with prior ap-
proval by the administration.

Absences due to the following 
reasons will not count against a stu-
dent’s total number of absences from 
a class:

Participation in approved school-
sponsored activities

Placement on homebound in-
struction

      
Regulation Distribution

   
A summary of the attendance 

regulation will be distributed to each 
student..  The regulation will be dis-
cussed in the classroom with students 
and each student will sign a sheet in-
dicating that he/she has reviewed and 
understood the regulation.  Guidance 
counselors will review this regulation 
with new students who enter after the 
beginning of the term. 

 

Make-up Work
   
A student will have an opportu-

nity to complete assignments missed 
because of absence subject to the fol-
lowing rules:

(A) A student may make up 
assignments for absences initiated 
by the approved authorities of the 
school; i.e., suspension, conferences 
or school activities, and for other al-
lowable absences.

(B) The time allowed to make 
up work missed is equal to twice 
the amount of time absent up to a 
maximum of five days.  A student 
is expected to make up all work and 
must assume the responsibility for 
requesting the assignments missed.  
Upon returning to school, students 
are responsible for any assignments 
or tests that were scheduled prior to 
the student=s absence.  Time allowed 
for making up new work and tests is 
determined by the number of days 
absent.  For example, a student who 
is absent one day is allowed two days 
to make up work; a student who is 
absent five days is allowed five days 
to make up work.

Attendance Appeals/Due Process

A student who has not met the 
class attendance requirements due to 
extenuating circumstances may ap-
peal for credit for the course.  Exten-
uating circumstances may include, 
but are not limited to, the following:  
prolonged personal illness, death in 
the family, required court appearanc-
es, participation in a rehabilitation 
program, religious holidays.  The At-
tendance Appeals Committee will be 
responsible for keeping records of all 
appeals and resulting decisions.

The Attendance Appeals Commit-
tee will consist of the high school as-
sistant principal, attendance officer, 
and  high school teachers.  This com-
mittee approves or denies acceptance 
of days absent based on documenta-
tion submitted to it by the student.

This appeal must be filed with the 
Attendance Appeals Committee by 
the deadline set by the administration 
at the end of each semester.  Within 
two weeks prior to the semester ex-
ams, the Attendance Appeals Com-
mittee at the high school will review 
any appeals along with required doc-
umentation to determine whether the 
student in question will be allowed to 
receive credit for that course provid-
ing he/she completes all requirements 
for that course.

Final decisions regarding loss of 
credit will be made by the principal.  
Students will have ten (10) school 
days to appeal to the principal after 
the end of the term.

If a student is denied credit by the 
principal, the student or parent may 
appeal the decision to the superinten-
dent, and, subsequently, to the School 
Board. 

Upon notification that a student 
has been denied credit for a particu-
lar course(s), the student, parent or 
guardian may appeal that status.  A 
student is responsible for supplying 
appropriate documentation for an 
absence.  This should include doctor 
records, court records, orthodontist 
appointments, etc.  This status will be 
reviewed by the Attendance Appeals 
Committee.  The principal will grant 
or deny credit based on the appeal.

Note: This policy is based on the 
belief that satisfactory attendance in 
class is necessary if a student is to 
receive credit for a course.  The stu-
dent may, throughout the course for 
which a grade of NC is given, request 
the instructor to give him/her a list all 
grades earned in that course. While 
the Attendance Appeals Committee 
will consider each case, it should 
always be noted that excessive ab-
sences for common illness may not 
always result in a successful appeal.  
A necessary aspect of an attendance 
appeal is well-documented records 
for all absences. 

Tardy to School

A student who is tardy to school 
must sign in in the Main Office and 
receive an admittance slip before re-
porting to class.  Oversleeping, car 
trouble, or missing the bus are not 
considered valid reasons for being 
tardy.  

 
Early Dismissal

No student will be granted permis-
sion to leave school grounds unless 
the student brings written permis-
sion from his/her parents(s) or guard-
ian.  Early dismissal notes are to be 
brought to the main office prior to 
first block.  Students must sign out in 
the high school office before leaving 
school grounds for an early dismissal.  
Students must present early dismissal 
approval slips to the instructor if be-
ing dismissed during a class block.  
Three early dismissals from class of 
10 minutes or less will be equal to an 
absence.  These absences do count 
toward absences for attendance and 
possible denial for credit.

A telephone number on the per-
mission letter is required for the par-
ent or guardian.  The school will call 
the parent/guardian to confirm that 
the note is valid.  Forging a parent’s/
guardian’s signature on a note will re-
sult in disciplinary action. 

Students are not permitted to leave 
school to purchase or eat lunch, or 
bring lunch back on campus.  

Make attendance your top priority
PECPS Attendance Policy

For school info visit:
www.pecps.k12.va.us
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Saving energy and money, 
one classroom at a time

Campus profile: Energy Specialist Jacob Morgan

Sixth grade science teacher Ja-
cob Morgan calls himself “a real 
environmental guy.”

When he is not in the class-
room at Prince Edward County 
Middle School, he puts his envi-
ronmental interests to use as the 
school division’s energy 
specialist. 

He conducts energy 
audits of all the division 
buildings, touring the 
rooms of each building, 
looking for ways to keep 
costs down as part of the district’s 
Energy  Conservation and Cost 
Avoidance Program.

“The district’s purpose is to 
save money . . . to  keep it here 
in the district for education pur-
poses,” he said.

He looks for simple ways to 
save energy - turning off lights, 
closing windows, shutting down 
computers at night.

The biggest problem he has 
found is the overheating of build-
ings in the winter and overcooling 

of them in the summer.
“Making people more 

comfortable also saves 
energy,” he said.

Based on calculations 
by Energy Education, 
the program which is 

overseeing the conservation ef-
fort, PECPS energy costs were 
19.2 percent lower than projected 
for the period from March 2010 
to December 2011, for a savings 
of $231,068. However, this figure 
does not include the cost of im-

plementation and the fact that this 
winter has been very warm.

In his latest electronic news-
letter to PECPS employees, Mor-
gan pointed out that more than 
$230,000 in savings would repre-
sent a cumulative greenhouse gas 
reduction of 10,928 MMBTU, 
or 1,280 equivalent metric tons 
of CO2. And that, he said, is the 
same as 230 passenger cars not 
driven for a year, or 32,751 tree 
seedlings grown for 10 years.

Morgan’s campus energy job 
meshes nicely with the sixth grade 
science Standards of Learning, he 
said. But he doesn’t just lecture 
his classes on the subject.

“I try to let the students dis-
cover for themselves what the 
impacts are. If we are keeping the 

At Prince Edward County Ele-
mentary School, 35 Fourth Grad-
ers stay after school on the second 
Friday of each month, to read and 
talk about what they have read. 

All Fourth Graders have the 
opportunity to join the Book 
Worms.  Information about the 
book club is sent home and the 
first 35 students to respond are 
accepted.  

PECES Fourth Grade Book worms

PECES Book Worms happy
to stay late for literature

by Mindy Morris
PECES Club meetings involve discuss-

ing interesting aspects about the 
books they are reading, as well 
as a planned activity to complete, 
followed by a healthy snack.

This year the club has dis-
cussed several books, including 
The Cricket in Times Square by 
George Selden, My Side of the 
Mountain by Jean Craighead, and 
Black Star, Bright Dawn by Scott 
O’Dell.

Third and Fourth Graders also 
took part in the ninth Annual Hol-
iday Accelerated Reader Night.  

Students arrived ready to snug-
gle up with a good book wearing 
their most comfortable casual 
clothes with a blanket and pillow 
or a sleeping bag.  Between 6:30  
and 8 p.m. that evening,  the stu-
dents read books and took quiz-
zes on them. A total of 319 quiz-
zes were completed.

Energy specialist, science teacher 
Jacob Morgan

In the event of a weather-re-
lated or other emergency, Prince 
Edward County Public School 
officials do their best to make 
timely decisions regarding clos-
ings, delayed openings, or early 
dismissals. Parents will receive 
Instant Alert messages. 

Decisions about closings and 
delayed openings are made by 
5:30 a.m. on the day of the event.  
Decisions on early dismissals are 
ideally made no later than 11:00 
a.m. on the day of the event.  If 
schools are closed for the entire 
day, or if they close early, the 
administration will determine 
whether extra-curricular activi-
ties will be held.  

Parents may check the school 
division web site at www.pecps.
k12.va.us or call the announce-
ment hotline at 315-2101. Several 
radio and television stations are 
notified of cancellations, early 
dismissals, or delayed openings.  
They include the following:
WFLO  95.7
WCVE 88.9
WBBC 93.5
WXJK 101.3
WRQV/WRLX  94.5
WVHL 92.9 
WRVA  AM 1140
WVTF 89.1
WPAK  AM 1490
Cable TV - Channel 2
WTVR - Channel 6
WRIC - Channel 8
WWBT - Channel 12
WSET - Channel 13

Winter isn’t 
over yet

greenhouse gases out of the at-
mosphere, what does that mean? 
I also try to tie it in to what they 
can do at home,” he said.

Morgan doesn’t want to take 
credit for any success of the en-
ergy reduction program.

“I want to give credit where 
credit is due, to the teachers, to 
the custodial staff. Everyone in 
the district is making a differ-
ence,” he said.

eopleP


